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     “And Joseph too went up from 

Galilee, from the town of  Nazareth 

to Judea, to the city of David that 

is called Bethlehem, because he 

was of the house and  family of 

David, to be enrolled with Mary, 

his betrothed, who was with child. 

While they were there, the time 

came for her to have her child, and 

she gave birth to her firstborn son. 

She  wrapped him in swaddling 

clothes, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them 

in the inn”. . . . (Luke 2:4-7) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the Catholic family of San 

Juan del Rio, recognize and 

accept God’s blessings. 

 United in faith and fellowship, 

we willingly  commit our time, 

talent and treasure in answer 

to His call to “Build My 

Church.” 

San Juan del Rio 

Catholic Church 

1718 State Road 13, 

St Johns, Fl. 32259 

(904) 287-0519 

 

A complete and updated parish 

bulletin 

can be found on line at 

website: www.sjdrparish.org 



     As I sat down to reflect upon the 
events of the past few months, the   

economic hardship that has become 

all too personal for 

many of us and our 

parish as a result, I 

turned to God’s 

word for counsel 

and support. I 

came across the 

exhortation of Paul 

in his letter to 

Timothy: “Do not 

neglect the gift you 

have, which was conferred upon you 

through the  prophetic word with the 

imposition of hands of the           

presbyterate. Be diligent in these 

matters, be absorbed in them, so 

that your progress may be evident to 

everyone”.  (1Timothy 4:14-15) 

     How fitting are these words as 

they relate to our newly installed 

pastor, Father John Tetlow.  During 

his relatively short tenure here he 

has been fully absorbed in the   

business matters of the parish. He 

has been most diligent in under-

standing the many nuances that 

come with balancing the day-to-day 

needs of the parish, and laying the 

foundation necessary to meet the 

future demands of his new family. 

And, he has called upon many of us, 

the Parish Advancement Committee 

in particular, to make certain that 

our progress is evident to everyone. 

     On November 20th, we hosted a 

Town Hall meeting in the Parish     

Activity Center to provide Father 

John the opportunity to share with 

parishioners where we are in the 

construction of the new building on 

the school campus, his decision to 

suspend the emphasis on the 

“United in Faith, We Grow          

Together” capital campaign, and to 

talk about the overall financial well-

being of the parish. I am particu-

larly proud of and grateful to the 

members of the PAC for their     

efforts in personally contacting the 

more than 1,700 registered families 

so as to make certain all were 

aware of the meeting and            

encouraged to attend. The forum 

proved to be an excellent chance for            

parishioners to share with Father 

John their questions and concerns, 

which many did freely and openly. 

We were all so impressed by his 

frankness and his passion. 

     Two important precepts drove 

this  e ffort—credibi l i t y and         

communication; neither one is    

possible without the other. This 

meeting and the pulpit announce-

ments at the end of the masses the   

subsequent weekend were an effort 

to advance both (as was the         

introduction of the weekly financial 

report found in the bulletin). I 

would offer, with all due respect, 

that communication is a two way 

street however. Father has demon-

strated time and again that he is 

anxious to speak to any and every-

one so as to dispel an misconcep-

tions and rumors that may   under-

mine the good work he is looking to 

shepherd on behalf of us all. I      

encourage you to take advantage of 

such an opportunity if you feel    

compelled to do so.  

     Before I close, I want to address 

a couple of business items. To those 

who have made pledges to the   

campaign, thank you for continuing 

to honor your commitment. If the 

Lord has blessed you with the abil-

ity to expedite the completion of 

your pledge, I certainly would en-

courage you to do so. Given the fact 

that construction is now under way, 

having funds in hand will save the   

parish from carrying the burden of 

a bridge loan until such time all of 

the pledge commitments have been       

honored. And, don’t forget too that 

many employers do offer a matching 

gift program for which school          

construction projects often qualify. 

If you haven’t already looked into 

this, I suggest it. 

     Finally a special “Thank You” to 

Sal & De Santapola and the many    

volunteers who made this year’s 

Fall Festival such a rousing success. 

As was noted in the December 7th 

bulletin, the proceeds from this 

year’s festival ($34,000) have been 

allocated in     support of the capital 

campaign. 

     On behalf of all the members of 

t h e  P a r i s h  A d van c emen t            

Committee, I   offer to you and your 

families a most spirit-filled holiday 

season and the very best in the  

coming year. 
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  Michael Boylan  

 I turned to God’s word for 

counsel and support. I 

came across the exhorta-

tion of Paul in his letter to 

Timothy: “Do not neglect 

the gift you have, which was 

conferred upon you through 

the prophetic word with the 

imposition of hands of the 

presbyterate. Be diligent in 

these matters, be absorbed 

in them, so that your pro-

gress may be evident to eve-

ryone”.  (1Timothy 4:14-15) 

Father has demonstrated 

time and again that he is 

anxious to speak to any and 

everyone so as to dispel any 

misconceptions and rumors 

that may undermine the 

good work he is looking to 

shepherd on behalf of all us. 

I  encourage you to take ad-

vantage of such an  opportu-

nity if you feel  compelled to 

do so.  

THE CHRONICLES 

United in Faith We Grow Together:  
Be Diligent in These Matters 

By Michael Boylan, Chairman Parish Advancement Committee 

THE CHRONICLES 



     Have you seen the construc-

tion site lately? It’s buzzing with 

activity! Since our 

last update on the 

campus expansion, 

we: 1) held a    for-

mal groundbreaking 

ceremony on Octo-

ber 3rd, 2) received 

the   necessary per-

mits from St. Johns 

County to begin construction, 

and 3) begun infrastructure work 

to    provide the water and sewerage  

connections to the site. All of this 

has been done in preparation for the 

first phase of our campus expansion, 

which will begin in January when 

the concrete foundation of the new 

building is laid. 

     Despite some slight delays in the 

permitting process, our construction 

partner, STT, is confident that our 

new addition will be completed be-

fore the 09/10 school year.  

     While we will continue to monitor 

closely the construction progress on 

the school’s addition, we are also 

focusing attention on the required 

renovations to the north wing of the 

existing school. This renovation will 

provide us with two new class-

rooms, an expanded cafeteria, and 

an upgraded kitchen facility. The 

new cafeteria will be able to seat 

about 160 children, and the up-

graded kitchen will allow us to 

serve more efficiently the nearly 

500 students we anticipate when 

the school is at full capacity. Parish-

ioners will also have access to these 

facilities. This renovation phase is 

projected to be finished by the start 

of the next school year as well. 

     The school addition and the 

renovation of the North 

wing will provide us 

needed space for the   en-

tire parish—a   parish that 

continues to grow! Today, 

with more than 1,700 reg-

istered families, including 

the 1,100 youth between 

both our parish school and 

religious education pro-

gram, we need the added 

space desperately. 

     As we go through these 

very difficult economic times, we 

want to ensure each parishioner 

that we are looking closely at each 

expense associated with this pro-

ject. Our commitment to the Dio-

cese when we proposed this expan-

sion was that we would not exceed 

the initial total pledge to our 

“United In Faith, We Grow   To-

gether” Capital Campaign. That 

amount was $1.6 million, and that 

is still our goal. 

     We will continue to keep you 

informed and up-to-date on the  

expansion of our parish campus as 

we move forward. 
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The Cornerstone: Phase1Update 
By Bill Netting, Chairman Parish Finance Committee 

Building Progress on the New School 

     Great wood doors open, then pro-
tect, as a workman leaves his tools at 
the church's threshold. 
Weathered cap, 
clutched and removed, 
reveals a face lined by 
the working sun. But 
inside these doors, the 
cool mosaic stone holds 
none of the heat and 
trial his life has 
known. Stain glass filters that same sun 
into a kaleidoscopic rainbow- the 
promise of an unseen God that good 

will come after a time of trial  

     That promise, within that symbolic 

rainbow, is what gives his humble heart 
peace. It is not just the place, this gen-
tle church with earth-tone colors and 
broad common areas, that quiets his 
soul. It is the belief in the promise be-
yond the place. The belief that the 
place is not just what it is, but that it is 
a haven for his soul and a place of 

peace. 

     I list for myself many of the places 
of peace I have known: the Grotto at 
Notre Dame, the chapel at Marywood, 
the Sanctuary at the Monastery of the 
Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA, and San 
Juan Del Rio during Sunday Mass. 
These are places of peace because I 

believe in what is proclaimed by each 
place. I believe in the Blessed Virgin of 
Fatima which is displayed in that 
Grotto at Notre Dame and I believe in 
her promises to those who say her Ro-
sary. I believe in that Marywood cruci-
fix, which is held in relief against the 
setting sun on the St. John's River, and 
the promise it proclaims. I believe in 
the Monastery of the Holy Spirit and in 
the august quiet which its solemn walls  
protect. And I believe in San Juan del 
Rio and the faces of its congregation 

which radiate the elevated Eucharist. 

     But most importantly during this 
time of year, I believe in the Creche 
scene- St. Joseph, the Blessed Mother, 
the Christ Child- as a family of peace 

in this sacred season.               

                               Continued on page 5 

SJDR -  A Place of Peace during a Season of Symbols  
By Danny Brown, Parishioner 

Danny Brown 
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State of the Parish 
Questions from Parishioners  

     This past summer, Father John asked all of the parishioners to submit questions about the state of 

our parish. These questions were categorized under, Liturgy, Music and Buildings.  Please see           

a  summary of the questions and the responses below. Music questions will be resolved by our new    

Director of Sunday Music Rocky  DiGeorgio. Fr. John Tetlow 

Questions Responses 

Liturgy/Church  

We need more Mass times! We will be adding a 5:00PM Sunday Mass. 

Please schedule all announcements at the end of Mass. All parish announcements will be read after Communion. 

When will we get a new priest? Father Tony Ike has been appointed as our new Parochial Vicar. 

When is the Tabernacle going to be moved to the center 
of the altar?  

The Tabernacle has been moved to the center of the altar. 

Tactical/Buildings  

Are our offertory collections meeting our expenses and 
if not what can be done? 

The offertory is not meeting our needs.  Father John has appointed a new 
Finance Council and has been scheduling regular Town Hall meetings to 
keep parishioners informed. 

Are we still giving away 10% of our dollars? We are no longer giving 10% away from the parish. However, 25% of our 
Diocesan assessment (22% of our weekly offertory) supports outreach 
through Catholic Charities, and we have reinstated the diocesan non-
parochial 2nd collections. 

We need to get people to not stop and let people off in 
front of the Church before the Masses.  It backs up traf-
fic coming into the Church and is dangerous. 

A new Drop Off sign has been installed to direct people for drop off. 

Are there any plans or thoughts to expand the school to 
accommodate all those who would like to have their 
children raised with a Catholic education? 

Ground has been broken on a new school building that will provide addi-
tional space for the school children in addition to state of the art science, 
music and art labs. 

What role does the Diocese play in the campaign and 
the supervision of facilities construction? 

The Diocese closely monitors every step of facilities construction of the 
parish. They have hired a construction coordinator to oversee all capital 
projects. 

What is the status of the Capital Campaign? 

What is the schedule for installation of the remaining 
stained glass windows? 

To date, $1.6M has been pledged over the next 3 years.  Redemption of 
these pledges will complete the first phase of our campaign. Installation of 
the three remaining round stained glass windows will be completed in 
2009. 

What is being done about the broken tiles in front of the 
church, and the big cracks in the center aisle tile? 

What about the board in the back of the Church that was 
supposed to have the names of the members that do-
nated items for the new church? 

The broken tiles will be replaced, and we are repairing the crack down the 
center aisle. 
The Patron Wall has been installed and we are awaiting the installation of 
the Memorials Wall. 

What arrangements are planned for meeting spaces for 
our ministry meetings?  
Will Marywood be our long range plan for meeting 
spaces? (Wisdom Center) 

We have placed the next phase of the capital campaign on hold as we 
closely monitor the current economic situation. 
We are very grateful to Marywood for allowing us to temporarily use 
meeting space free of charge. 

I would like to see the plans for the new addition school. 
More handicapped parking is needed close to the 
Church. 

The plans for the school are available in the parish office. 
Two more handicapped spots will be added to the main parking lot during 
the first phase of the Capital Campaign. 

Can we get a green/red light installed on the outside of 
the confessional to let us know when the priest is    
available? 

We have a wonderful volunteer electrician who is working on this. 



     The deadline for the Christmas Chronicles was upon me and I was praying about what I 
should write to you in this issue when Father John shared with me a letter he had received 
from one of our young parish families. In the true spirit of Christmas I offer this testimony of 
faith and hope during this very holy season in these very critical times when financial hard-
ships try to steal our hope in the light of the world, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
 

 

 

                 “Dear Fr. John, 

     When you addressed the congregation in November about the parish’s current financial problem, it 

made my husband and I realize that we are not alone amidst this economic crisis. Your appeal to pa-

rishioners for sacrificial giving couldn’t have come at a worse time either as we were in the process of 

reallocating our budget. My husband works for a mortgage company, and we are at the mercy of the 

industry right now. I am a full-time mother to our five children, but I do work part-time for a non-profit 

organization. Although we did find ways to cut down our monthly expenses, we decided to increase our 

offering to the Church. Fr. John, you inspired us to take a leap of faith. 

     In my daily prayers, I don’t ask God for much—just enough. Since my husband and I began tithing 

four years ago, God has provided us with everything we need, and then some.  Although we have faith 

that God is going to bless our efforts, my husband and I recognize that faith without works is dead. We 

understand the importance of keeping our finances in check so that we can uphold our promise to Him. 

     During this Christmas season, I hope that all the families registered at San Juan Del Rio would re-

flect upon the following passage:  

‘When he looked up he saw some wealthy people putting their offerings into the treasury and he 

noticed a poor widow putting in two small coins. He said, “I tell you truly, this poor widow put in more 

than all the rest; for those others have all made offerings from their surplus wealth, but she, from her 

poverty, has offered her whole livelihood.” Luke 21:1-4’ 

     I believe that united in faith, we can grow together! 

Blessings, 

From one of your SJDR families” 
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Jeanette’s Journal: Testimony of Faith and Hope  
By Jeanette Ghioto, Business Administrator 

Jeanette Ghioto 
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     Pictured from l-r are: Sydney 

Moran, Brooke Kent, Jacob Hess, Er-

ica Cesar & Madeline Ward.  The 3rd 

Grade Students at SJDR has taken 

on the project of collecting pop tops to 

be donated to the Ronald McDonald 

House throughout the year.                          

                                    Photo by Debbie Kent 

Collecting Pop T s From Page 3        

 

Staring at that Creche, I see the eternal hope for tomorrow which Christmas brings to us 
each year. It is the most rich message and purpose of the season, the belief that a New 
Life has come to us, a better life is coming to us, to our families, to our loved ones, if 
we but believe and make this place, San Juan del Rio, a place of peace. The belief 
which must arise from the figures within the Creche is belief in the grandest giving this 
world has ever known- the giving by Our Father of His Son, Our Savior. As we         
fascinate on the Creche scene, we see in it the model of giving that we must undertake 
and endure. We must undertake and endure “sacrificial giving,” giving that is of our 
very soul and spirit. The giving of the Spirit placed within us to all those we meet this 
Season. This is the Season Of Giving, particularly in this Place of  Peace, San Juan del 
Rio. Held safely inside this Place of Peace is the Creche, the consummate image of 
Peace. There reside St. Joseph, who gave his life's pledge to Mary; Mary who gave her 
self to the Will of God, and Our Christ, who will give his very life for us. All three gave 
of their most blessed selves so that we may have this symbol of peace- the Christ-

centered Family as manifested and lived at San Juan del Rio. 

San Juan del Rio 

A Place of Peace 

op
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     The Christmas season is a    

special time of      

re f lec t ion .  Our 

Ca th o l i c  f a i th       

tradition is rich with 

liturgical symbols 

and    scripture that 

challenges us as we 

wait in anticipation     

during  Advent for 

the coming of Christ as the Word 

Incarnate.   

     We recently celebrated the 

birth of Christ at our parish 

school here at San Juan Del Rio. 

Gathering together as a faith   

community, students sang Christ-

mas songs that told the story of 

Jesus’ birth. Watching our        

students gather on the altar of our 

church to sing and tell this sacred 

story, reminded me, once again, of 

how blessed we are to have such a 

vital and healthy school! 

     Our school continues to grow 

every year. Next year, we will 

double our fourth grade class as 

we open our new, state-of-the-art 

school building, which will house 

classrooms, a science lab, a tech-

nology lab, a media center, and 

dedicated art and music rooms. 

Also, our newly renovated north 

wing will include two new class-

rooms and a remodeled cafeteria 

with an industrial kitchen that 

will allow us to expand our      

cafeteria program. 

     At a time when the state      

education budget is being slashed, 

graduation credits are being low-

ered, and teachers are being 

eliminated, it is a tremendous 

blessing to be able to offer our 

children daily instruction and 

practice of our Catholic faith as 

well as a rigorous academic       

curriculum that includes art,    

music, P.E., technology, and 

Spanish. God is so good! 

     Our littlest angels attend our 

Pre-K 3 program either two, 

three, or five days a week. We are 

currently conducting a feasibility 

study to examine the idea of our 

school participating in the        

Voluntary Prekindergarten       

Program of the State of Florida, 

also known as Florida VPK, next 

year. We are excited about the          

possibility of offering VPK to our 

parents, which would cover most 

of the costs of our Pre-K 4        

program, enabling students to 

attend San Juan Del Rio.   

     Several years ago, the Gates 

Education Foundation conducted 

research to study qualities most 

closely identified with school suc     

cess. The research identified 

seven attributes of high achieving 

schools.  An overall small school 

size, even more so than class size, 

was identified with schools that were 

able to create a high    achieving    

environment for kids. When          

surveyed, students stated that they 

felt safe and valued in these schools 

and that the adults in the school 

knew them by name and cared about 

their learning. A culture of advocacy 

for all students, regardless of their 

academic performance, was present 

in these schools also.   

     You see, children are no different 

from adults in this way; they want to 

feel loved and valued for who they 

are, and they want to know that they 

are known by the adults who are 

teaching them—that what they think 

and feel matters to those who are 

entrusted with their care. 

     At San Juan Del Rio Catholic 

School, we work hard every day to be 

a high achieving school. Not only do 

we work to provide a diverse and 

challenging curriculum for our          

students, but more importantly, we 

are committed to being a school 

where kids feel cherished. We are 

building the Kingdom, one child at a 

time. 

New family registration for San 

Juan Del Rio Catholic School  

Begins Friday, January 9th.      

Parishioners have priority for 

open spots, however, space is 

limited and admission is on a 

first come basis.  Please call 

Principal Jeanne Brown at 287-

8081 to arrange a tour of the 

school. 

 School News: Our Catholic School 
By Jeanne Brown, School Principal  

 J e a n n i e  Jeanne Brown 

New family registration for San 

Juan Del Rio Catholic School 

Begins Friday, January 9th.    

Parishioners have priority for 

open spots, however, space is 

limited and admission is on a 

first come basis.  Please call 

Principal Jeanne Brown at 287-

8081 to arrange a tour of the 

school. 

You see, children are no        

different from adults in this 

way; they want to feel loved and 

valued for who they are, and 

they want to know that they are 

known by the adults who are 

teaching them—that what they 

think and feel matters to those 

who are entrusted with their 

care. 
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Jesus is the Reason for the Season 

SJDR Christmas Program 

 
  

 

Principal Jeanne Brown & Father John enjoy the 

Christmas show 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Annual K of C Breakfast with Santa 

 

 

 
Volunteer Jim Steubgen and Mr. Ken help sell 

Christmas trees 

 
Gifts for the “angel tree” 

from generous SJDR parishioners 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

Living Nativity sponsored by L’Arche  

Harbor House 

Christmas 2008  at 

San Juan Del Rio Parish 

  Photos by Jeanette Ghioto & Lou Bilello 
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                                                                 Photos by Sal Santa-

pola  

 

                                SAN JUAN DEL RIO PARISH 

      3RD QUARTER 2008 FINANCIAL REPORT  

 

       

In com eIncom eIncom eIncom e     3 rd  Q tr .3 rd  Q tr .3 rd  Q tr .3 rd  Q tr .     

Y TD  Y TD  Y TD  Y TD  

2008200820082008         E xpensesExpensesExpensesExpenses     3 rd  Q tr .3 rd  Q tr .3 rd  Q tr .3 rd  Q tr .     

YT D  YTD  YTD  YTD  

2008200820082008     

       

    P arish  S taff $83,356  $250 ,702  

O ffe rto ry $380 ,694 $1 ,231,097   M ortgage $114,821  $349 ,311  

B azaa rs  &  E n te rta inm en t $327 $982   P arish  O pe ra ting  E xpenses    

R elig ious  E duca tion $47 ,776  $69,021        R epa irs  &  M ain tenance  $32,178  $147 ,453  

In teres t $732  $1,310        U tilitie s  $28,990  $67 ,520  

D iocesan  S pec ia l O ffertory $23 ,402  $38,071              Insu rance  $ (20,706 ) $24 ,001  

C olum ba rium   $640 $2,960         C apita l E xpend itu res  $42,603  $112 ,837  

A lta r F low e rs  $300 $793         M isce llaneous  $27,798  $60 ,425  

M iscellaneous  $14 ,306  $26,405    R e lig ious  E duca tion  $26,640  $85 ,979  

    P arish  S choo l S uppo rt (C ash O n ly) $31,000  $196 ,000  

    S choo l O pera ting  E xpenses  $30,375  $108 ,947  

S U B  T O T A L  $468 ,177  $1,370 ,639   S oc ia l M in istr ies  $7,172  $25 ,446  

    A lta r F low e rs  $2,007  $6 ,787  

N ew  B u ild ing  F und      $90,570     $424 ,329   B ap tism s /F une ra ls /W edd ings  $840  $3 ,760  

    D iocesan S ha ring   $53,679  $176 ,980  

        D iocesan S pecia l O ffe rto ry $9,262  $23 ,931  

       

 $558 ,747 $1 ,794,968    $470,015  $1,640 ,079  

 

 FALL FESTIVAL 

     Our 2nd annual Fall        

Festival was a great  

success with over 4000 

in attendance.  There 

were many happy faces 

enjoying all the rides, 

eating the delicious food, 

sharing, and coming  

together. Our entertainment was outstanding and 

had great support with the large attendances.  A 

big thank you to everyone who worked the festival.  

All of this could not be possible without the par-

ticipation from our ministries and our parish com-

munity.  A special thank you to our core team who 

worked many hours. 

     Pictured at right, are the winners of our  giant 

raffle.  We were happy that all the   winners were 

from our parish.  Thank you to all that partici-

pated in our raffle as those donations were a big 

part of our raising funds for the capital campaign.  

In total, we raised $34,000 an increase of 36% vs. 

2007.    

     We look forward to next year.  The dates are       

November 6-8, 2009.  We wish everyone a very 

blessed Merry Christmas & Happy New Year. 

De & Sal Santapola  

 

Sal & De Santapola 

Winners for our Giant Raffle of $10,000 in prizes all from San 

Juan Del Rio are: ( l-r)   3rd prize of $1,500, Russell Bucca, 1st 

prize of $5,000, Anne Cronin and 2nd prize of $3,000, Robert 

Irons.  Our 4th prize winner of $500 was Dave Weighton, not in 

the picture.  Congratulations to our Winners. 

 

Photo by De Santapola 
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Jacksonville, 

Correction to Stained Glass Windows 
     Our Stained Glass windows went through many revisions and 
the one published in the August Chronicles was not the most  
current.  Dixon Studios has made the following corrections: 
 
Abraham & Isaac will be on the North Transept and not 
‘Creation’ and 'Adam & Eve' 
Christ and the Children will be on the South Wall of the Nave 
and not Christ Child in the Temple 
Sermon on the Mount will also be on the South Wall of the Nave 
and not the Baptism of Christ 
24 clerestories and not 20 
 
     We apologize for this misprint. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 


