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MISSION STATEMENT  

We, the Catholic family of San 

Juan del Rio, recognize and 

accept Godõs blessings.    

United in faith and fellowship, 

we willingly  commit our time, 

talent and treasure in answer 

to His call to òBuild My 

Church.ó 

San Juan del Rio  

Catholic Church  

1718 State Road 13,  

St Johns, Fl. 32259  

(904) 287 -0519 

 

A complete and updated parish 

bulletin  

can be found on line at  

website: www.sjdrparish.org  
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Midway  Games    

Café San Juan  

Jail N Bail  

Silent Auction  

Country Store/Plants  

Delicious Food  

 Sat. Night Dinner  

And Much More  

November 5, 6, 7  

    GIANT RAFFLE  

  $7,500 in Cash Prizes  
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 By Michael Boylan,  

                    Chairman 

 Parish Advancement Committee 

 

     With the sum-

mer months now 

behind us itõs time 

for us all to give 

some prayerful 

thought on how we 

can contribute of 

our time, talent 

and treasure to the parish family 

for, as we all know, the ability of a 

parish community to effectively 

minister to the needs of its families 

is directly proportional to what each 

and every member of the parish 

offers in return. When there is a 

limited amount of parishioners will-

ing to give of their time, in support 

of the parish ministries, those who 

are in most need of spiritual guid-

ance or physical comfort suffer the 

greatest.  When those whom God 

has so richly blessed with the abili-

ties and skills donõt offer their ser-

vices the wherewithal to advance 

the parish community is compro-

mised.  And we all suffer when the 

entire parish family does not give of 

their treasure in abundance so as to 

maintain and grow the physical and 

administrative resources needed to 

make our spiritual home all that 

God wants it to be.  

Be Doers of the Word and Not    

Hearers Only  James 1:22 

     We are all called to take the op-

portunity to give of ourselves for the 

sake of each other and what better 

place to start then within our own 

parish.  In reading over the parish 

ministries book from a couple of 

years ago I came across this mes-

sage from our pastor where he ex-

presses the point far better than I 

ever could. òBecause a church is 

not just a place to attend Mass 

once a week or even daily, it is a 

community of believers who re-

ceive spiritual nourishment and 

growth through the communion of 

God in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit 

and the people of God. Every person 

is a vital part of the communion.  No 

one can take your place and without 

you we are incomplete.ó  We, each one 

of us, make up the body of this parish 

and with our gifts we are directly serving 

those with whom we share not only a 

common home but a common love for our 

Lord and Savior.  

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers: 

all good giving and every perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father 

of Lights, with whom there is no altera-

tion or shadow caused by change.    

James 1:16 & 17  

     Keep in mind too that giving of our 

time, talent, and treasure (as well), no 

matter how precious little we believe we 

have to share, is really about giving back 

to God what was freely given to us out of 

His love and with no conditions.  Make no 

mistake we all have something to give 

and God gave these gifts to us for the 

very purpose of serving one another.  

   2 

Giving of Ourselves for the Sake of Each Other  

 

       By Bob Hoffman,  

Parishioner  
 

      Our daughter 

attended the reli-

gious education 

program here at 

San Juan Del Rio 

throughout her 

grade school years. 

Our family was very blessed that she 

had excellent teachers in a great pro-

gram. However, as happy as we were 

with Deacon Jimôs or Bernadetteôs 

program, the instruction was less than 

two hours a week. We came to realize 

that the primary place that our daugh-

ter learned lessons in faith was at home. 

Sometimes, those lessons were better 

than others.  But, they were all learned 

as part of our daily lives. Any religious 

education program could only supple-

ment what was lived at home. 

     It can take some of us longer than 

others to learn this. Our children are 

always listening to us, even when we 

are convinced that they are not. My 

wife and I learned that lesson at our 

first conference with our daughterôs 

kindergarten teacher.  Things that we 

say and, especially, that we do are no-

ticed and remembered. 

     The Church teaches us that the fam-

ily is the domestic church, where par-

ents are the first preachers of the faith 
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for their children by their 

word and example. We can 

also see this example in the 

lives of many saints. Ralph 

Martin wrote about Saint 

Therese of Lisieux, ñWhile 

she learned much in her short 

years of schooling and bene-

fited a great deal from pre-

sacramental retreats, the 

preaching in her parish, and 

the books she read, it was her 

family that had the main role 

in communicating the faith to 

her.ò 

     Of course, whether we have 

children at home or not, we are 

all examples of our faith for 

others in our parish and in our community. 

Whether we are single or have a large imme-

diate family, we are still members of a larger 

Church family. As members of that family, 

our actions have an effect on others (whether 

we realize this or not). None of us are per-

fect models, but we should always strive to 

follow the way that Christ showed to us. 

      The Family is the Domestic Church  

 

The Hoffman Family Domestic Church with Bishop 

Galeone at Bob Hoffmanõs graduation from the   

Diocesan Ministry Formation Program  

 
 



 

Religious Education 
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    Our Religious Education Ministry has New Leadership  
 
     άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ YŀǘǊƛƴŀ [ŀǊǎƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴd 
dedication to our Religious Education Program. As you may recall, last year Katie continued the legacy started by her mom Berna-
dette Larson in educating our children in our Faith.  Katie has now seized a wonderful career opportunity to work with her dad and 
we wish her the very best.  On behalf of our parish, I extend our most sincere gratitude to her for guiding our children closer and 
closer to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and His Church through the Religious Education Program. Our best wishes for a blessed 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ  
Father John  

Our New Chapter  
 

     άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ WŜǊǊȅ ¢ǳǊƪƻǿǎƪƛ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ WŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ 
Marilyn have been members of our parish for the past ten years and have a long history of ministry.  Jerry introduced our parish to 
CRHP, Christ Renews His Parish and under his leadership we have grown teams of men and women dedicated to renewing our par-
ish in fellowship and holiness.  Jerry has also been our Director of Adult Faith Formation and under his guidance adult parishioners 
have had the opportunity to learn more about our faith through many Bible studies.   
     hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ L ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ WŜǊǊȅΦέ  
Father John  

An Opening Message  

By Jerry Turkowski,  

Director of Religious Education 

                        

     Our God is an awesome God!  I read 

those words on an interstate billboard while 

driving through the mountains of Tennessee 

ten years ago.  As I read those words, I 

would never have imagined where God 

would bring me over the next ten years or 

what continued spiritual development He 

had planned for me.  It was a wonderful 

drive as I thought about the many gifts that the Lord had 

given me: gifts of family and friends, a rewarding career, 

wonderful Catholic parishes and priests to guide me.  In 

addition, there were all those meaningful events  é some 

filled with immense joy while others with deep pain.  Yet, 

in everything I experienced I came to appreciate that God 

is not an arbitrary God.  He had purpose to everything I 

experienced in life.  I only needed to come to realize those 

purposes and continue to trust in His ways.  The process of 

that realization is a continuing process with every day 

filled with new realities.  Foremost among those gifts was 

Faith é a faith that had been handed on to me by my par-

ents. For me, there were no instantaneous conversion ex-

perience in understanding Godôs ways.  Rather, He took 

His time and gradually allowed me to recognize some of 

His workings in my life.  Many times I did not appreciate 

how He had worked in my life until years later.  

As to my background, I was born in Chicago and attended 

Catholic grammar and high school.  I was educated at the 

University of Illinois and received a masterôs degree in 

criminal justice and later went on to receive a masterôs 

degree in court administration from the University of  

Denver College of Law.  Along the way, I met a wonderful 

person named Marilyn, who became my wife, and together 

we raised three daughters: Jenny, Janelle, and Corinne. My 

education and professional training led to a career as a 

court administrator in federal courts in Denver, Chicago and here in 

Jacksonville.  Although an administrator, I also became associated 

with the teaching arm of the federal courts, The Federal Judicial Cen-

ter in Washington, DC.  For eighteen years, in addition to my work as 

an administrator, I served as an instructor, facilitator and program 

developer.  After an early retirement from the courts, I found a new 

career as a college professor in criminal justice and later security 

management.  Again, never realizing where all this was leading me, I 

came to appreciate that nothing was outside Godôs plan for my future. 

Wherever my family moved, we became involved in our parish com-

munity and volunteered at the parish level or the archdiocesan level 

for programs in family ministry.  Again, God was working in my life.  

All I had to do was listen to the stirring in my heart, and God took it 

from there.  One thing led to another and eventually after 30 years of 

sensing those stirrings, I now find myself in the final year of prepara-

tion for ordination as a Deacon. 

Today, I am honored to be the Director of Religious Education at San 

Juan del Rio parish.  It is a formidable task, but I know with Godôs 

grace, everything is possible.  My duties at the parish include overall 

responsibility for religious education of children, adult faith forma-

tion, RCIA and whatever else Fr. John asks of me.  What a blessing 

and gift all the volunteers and parish staff have been in helping me 

with all the programs under the umbrella of religious education!  

Without them and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I could not do it 

alone.  I am most thankful for all of them. 

So, here I sit writing this opening message and feeling a bit of appre-

hension of what lies ahead for me in the coming months.  It has been a 

very busy six weeks for me since I began this new position.  We have 

successfully registered 783 students in our religious education pro-

gram and everyday more are registering.  The numbers are not impor-

tant.  What is important is that we all stand as witnesses of the faith 

and help our children to develop a closer relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  Thatôs what makes everything worthwhile:  knowing that you 

and I can impact the eternity of another person.  Yet, in the midst of 

all the activities and challenges of religious education, there remains 

that stirring in my heart that everything will be all right.  Next year 

will be better than this one, and every year will be better than the last.  

There is also an inner voice telling me to fasten my seatbelt and enjoy  

 

        Continued on page  7                                                                                                                                                             



 

 

 

THE CHRONICLES     4 

By Jeanette Ghioto,  

Business Administrator  
      

     ñCanon Law, is the oldest continu-

ously functioning legal system in the 

western world, and is the internal legal 

system of the Catholic Church. It affects 

virtually every aspect of the faith life of 

some one billion Catholic Christians 

throughout the world. But, as Pope John 

Paul II explained when he signed the 1983 Code into law, 

canon law óis in no way intended as a substitute for faith, 

grace, charisms, and especially charity in the life of the 

Church and of the faithful. On the contrary, its purpose is 

rather to create such an order in the ecclesial society that, 

while assigning the primacy love, grace, and charisms, it at the 

same time renders their organic development easier in the life 

of both the ecclesial society and the individual persons who 

belong to it.ô"  

     Compliance with this Canon Law helps to keep our Church 

on the pathway ordained by God, we are a parish ï a part of a 

Diocese ï a part of an eparch ï a part of a nation ï a part of 

our one true holy catholic and apostolic Church handed down 

to us by the apostles, and we are asked to support this mission 

of evangelization and charity. 

     ñCanon 1263 states that after the diocesan bishop has heard 

the finance council and the presbyteral council, he has the right 

to impose a moderate tax for the needs of the diocese upon pub-

lic juridic persons subject to his governance; this tax is to be 

proportionate to their income.  

     Every parish in our diocese responds to this ñtaxò requested 

by our episcopacy. As the Canon suggests this tax is based upon 

the ability to give. In the case of our parish we give 22% of our 

weekly offertory to our diocese. A question often asked of me is, 

ñWhat does the diocese do with this money?ò Our diocese re-

sponds directly by providing charitable outreach through Catho-

lic Charities ï feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, welcom-

ing the stranger ï all that St. Matthew says in the 25th chapter of 

his Gospel. The diocese also provides for the insurance needs of 

all the employees ï leveraging the employment of the thousands 

of employees in the seventeen county diocese to achieve an af-

fordable product for all of the workers. They provide for the 

needs of our clergy. But most importantly, they care for the 

needs of the least of our brothers and sisters ï and after all, isnôt 

that what Jesus asked of us?  Thank you for all that you do to 

help our parish in this holy mission of evangelization and     

charity. 

     For more information on our Diocese visit www.dosafl.com  

http://www.canonlaw.info/ 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM  

 

How San Juan Del Rio Helps to Feed     

the Hungry, Clothe the Naked and é 
Jeanetteõs Journal: 

The òSpiritó of San Juan del Rio  
By Patrick Doran, Parishioner 

     The ñSpiritò of San Juan del Rio is alive and kicking on 

Friday nights when the SJDR Spirit Co-ed softball team takes 

to the field.  The idea to form a team was proposed after the 

last Christ Renews His Parish Menôs weekend to promote con-

tinued fellowship within the parish.  What started out as a few 

interested people turned into a team of 30!  With the average 

softball team having 10-12 players, a challenge 

was presented to manage such a large team and 

since there were enough people to field 2 teams, 

you will now find ñDouble the Spiritò with 2 

SJDR teams playing on Friday nights.  The 

games are played on Field 2 at Mills Field on 

Race Track Rd, just east of SR 13.   

     Contact Patrick Doran at 

pmdoran@bellsouth.net for game times and 

schedule.  Come out and support your San Juan 

del Rio teams of Spirit featuring fellow parish-

ioners: Patrick Doran, Frank Cirillo, Rich 

Clark, John Sims, Eric Anderson, Deacon 

Larry, Phil Durnin, Kati Casper, Kristen    

Casper, Becky Kennell, Dan Coates, Jesse 

Coates, Jason and Victoria Miller, Ryan and 

Rachel Loomis, Jennifer and William Luczak, 

Roberto, Jan Paul and Ivonna Ortiz, Jill    

Cassette, John Jackson, Mike Haas, Deborah 

Minotakis, Caryn Massenzio, Fernando    

Rodriguez and Stephanie Triayò 

 

http://www.canonlaw.info/a_catechistintro.htm
http://www.canonlaw.info/a_catechistintro.htm
http://www.canonlaw.info/ten_majorcommentaries.htm
http://www.dosafl.com
http://www.canonlaw.info/
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM


 

 

By Deacon Larry Geinosky  

 

     Are you thinking about becoming Catholic?  

Do you want to complete your initiation in the 

Catholic faith by receiving the sacraments?  If 

so, we invite you to join our RCIA classes (Rite 

of Christian Initiation of Adults and Children) 

on Sunday mornings from 9:30am ï 11am.  We 

will start on September 12th, and we will meet 

through May, 2011. 

      Perhaps you want to be baptized, or you may already be 

baptized in another Christian faith, but want to learn more 

about the Catholic 

faith and receive 

the other sacra-

ments of initiation 

(Confirmation and 

Eucharist).  Per-

haps you are cur-

rently married to a 

Catholic, and you 

have been attend-

ing Mass on a 

regular basis with 

your family, 

but you now have 

a desire to learn 

more about the 

faith and becom-

ing Catholic your-

self.  If you have 

a child at home who was not baptized as an infant, they also can 

be initiated through an adapted process of this rite, called 

the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults for Children.  If any of 

these descriptions fit you or a family member, the RCIA proc-

ess may be for you.    

     The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (often abbreviated 

RCIA) is the process by which the Catholic Church welcomes 

new members into its community, and provides the opportunity 

for you to complete formation as a Christian.  You are gradu-

ally introduced to the Roman Catholic faith and its way of life.  

This can be a time when you can truly discern whether you are 

ready to learn more about the Catholic faith.  Below is a quick 

overview of the steps that you will follow on your journey to 

becoming Catholic: 

Period of Inquiry and Evangelization - The first step is to 

complete a short ñInquiryò period, where you will determine if 

you are interested in learning more about the Catholic faith.  

The church is offering no more than an invitation at this stage 

to initial conversion.  The meetings during this stage are solely 

intended to help a person decide whether they wish to continue 

the journey of becoming Catholic. 

Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens and Welcoming 

of Candidates - Those who wish to continue this process will 

move to the next stage, which is called the Period of the Cate-

chumenate.  Those to be baptized will enter this Rite as Candi-

dates, and as they leave this Rite, they are referred to as Cate-

chumens.  By this time, Catechumens must have in mind some-

one who will ñsponsorò them. The sponsors are a family mem-

ber or friend who is a practicing Catholic who the Catechumen 

knows. The duties of a sponsor are to go with them through the 

various rites, and provide individual instruction about matters 

of faith. Those who have already been validly baptized in an-

other Christian denomination or baptized Catholic (but not cate-

chized or confirmed as a child) are also welcomed to this next 

stage via the Rite of 

Welcoming the 

Candidates. They 

enter this Rite 

known as Candi-

dates, and they are 

known by this title 

from now on. 

Period of the Cate-

chumenate - The 

Catechumenate is a 

time when candi-

dates are given nec-

essary formation 

and guidance aimed 

at training them in 

the Christian life. 

This is achieved in 

four ways: 1) educa-

tion supported by celebrations of the Word through the Eucha-

rist, 2) learning to turn more readily to God in prayer, 

3) celebrations of breaking open the Word, and 4) learning to 

work actively with others to spread the Gospel. The period of 

the Catechumenate is a time for building community, getting 

more involved in parish activities and getting to know more of 

the parish community.  Itôs time to learn about the basic teach-

ings and beliefs of the Catholic Church.  We will explore foun-

dational Scripture passages and examine God's presence in our 

lives, past and present.  Also, by developing our prayer life, we 

will enter into the communal worship of the parish, and will 

find that we can develop and improve our relationship with 

God.  

Rite of Election or Enrollment of Names - This Period leads 

to the Rite of Election or Enrollment of Names for those who 

are unbaptized or to the Rite of Calling Candidates to Continu-

ing Conversion for those who are already baptized. It is usually 

celebrated on the First Sunday of Lent at the local diocesan 

cathedral, and led by the local bishop.  All of the Catechumens 

and Candidates and their Sponsors gather together on this day. 

The Church formally ratifies the Catechumens' readiness for the 

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  

                        Classes ð Starting Sunday, 9/12  

 

THE CHRONICLES   5 

          Continued on page 6              

 



 

 

THE CHRONICLES   6 

Got Jesus 
òCome, Now is the Time to Worship!ó 
By Sheliah Drewienkowski,  

Director of Youth Ministry  

 

     Mass is one of the many ways we reach out to 

the junior high and high school youth of the par-

ish. When the youth of the parish participate in the 

Mass as a Lector, Eucharistic Minister, Usher, 

singing in the choir, playing an instrument, sound 

system or bringing up the gifts, they know they 

are part of the faith community. The youth know 

they are contributing their time and talent to the 

Church. The weekly Sunday 5 pm Mass attendance has in-

creased over the past eighteen months from approximately 75-

100 parishioners to nearly filling all of the pews.  

     As the parishioners leave the Church we hear many compli-

ments:  

The music is very upbeat and energetic.  

The teen Eucharistic Minister was very reverent and 

looked like an angel. 

It is nice to see teens taking an interest in Mass. 

It takes a very brave young individual to read in front of 

his/her peers and look out onto a sea of parishioners. 

 The quality of the voices in the choir is amazing. 

 

      We thank the youth of the parish and also all of the parish-

ioners who attend this Mass. As life is always a work in pro-

gress ï so is this Mass. We will continue to offer Lector and 

Eucharistic Minister training sessions. If you are interested in 

these or any other ministries, please contact the youth group 

or better yet stop and chat with us after Mass.  And donôt for-

get to ñTell the World that Jesus Lives.ò 

 

Sacraments of Initiation, and the Candidates' readiness to be re-

ceived into full Communion with the Catholic Church.  In turn the 

Catechumens from now on will be known as the Elect publicly 

acknowledging their desire to receive the Sacraments of Initiation, 

and the Candidates' with their desire to be received into full Com-

munion with the Catholic Church 

  

Period of Purification and Enlightenment - This period dur-

ing Lent is intended to be a period of increased introspection and 

coming closer to God.  The purpose of this period is to eliminate 

what is weak and sinful, and affirm what is holy. During this pe-

riod the Elect undertake a number of Rites, including the Scruti-

nies and Presentation of the Creed. 

The Easter Vigil - At the Easter Vigil the celebration of three 

Sacraments takes place: the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation 

and the Eucharist (Holy Communion).  The Elect celebrate all of 

these sacraments, while the Candidates (having already been bap-

tized) celebrate Confirmation and the Eucharist.  The Elect are 

now called Neophytes, and they are considered to be full mem-

bers of the Christian faithful. 

Period of Post-Baptismal Catechesis or Mystagogy -      

Mystagogy is a fifty day period which lasts from Easter Sunday 

until Pentecost Sunday, which marks the end of the Easter sea-

son for that year. The conclusion of the Mystagogy period 

marks the end of initiation process. Now the neophytes enter 

into a lifelong process of Christian initiation along with the rest 

of the faithful.  Mystagogy is a time for the Community and the 

Neophytes together to grow in making their faith part of their 

lives through meditation on the Gospel, sharing in the Eucha-

rist, and doing the works of Charity.   

     As you reflect on whether RCIA is right for you, or if itôs 

time to learn more about your faith, open the Bible to John 

15:16é  ñYou did not choose me, no, I chose you, and I com-

missioned you to go out and to bear fruit that will last; then the 

Father will give you anything you ask him in my name.ò  Is 

God calling you to come to learn and bear fruit? 

Learn More About the Catholic Faith  
 

     From page  5 



     The Lanza Family has been in Saint Johns County since 

1998, when County Road 210 was a 2-lane road. Mike is origi-

nally from Gettysburg, PA and graduated from Slippery Rock 

University located near Pittsburgh, PA. Eleanor is a Jackson-

ville native and graduated from the University of Florida. They 

met while both working their first jobs out of college at the 

YMCA of Floridaôs First Coast. They were married in 1998 at 

the Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine by Father Ed Booth, 

who was a family friend. They came to San Juan del Rio and 

became parishioners in 2002. Mike is a commercial sales man-

ager for Technogym USA, a fitness equipment company. Elea-

nor stays home with their 2 children and does freelance pro-

jects in the marketing and event management field. 

     They have 2 children, Isabelle (5), and Marco (2), who were 

both baptized at San Juan del Rio. Isabelle will be a Kindergar-

tener at San Juan del Rio School. She loves art, dance, piano 

and will play tee ball this Fall. Marco will enjoy storytime and 

playdates - he loves the beach, trains and to eat, eat, eat! 

     The Lanzasô attend 11:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday mornings 

and enjoy serving the school and parish in various activities 

and events. Eleanor is involved in the Nursery and Childrenôs 

Liturgy ministries, Catholic Family F.I.S.H. and is a member 

of CRHP Womenôs Team 11. 

     They are blessed to part of the San Juan del Rio community, 

where their children can grow and flourish.    

Families at San Juan del Rio 
By Debbie Kent, Parishioner 
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     The Bucca Family chose San Juan del Rio as their 

Parish for many reasons. Russell is a Jacksonville na-

tive, and Colleen has lived in Jacksonville for most of 

her life. Colleenõs parents, Ed and Joann McCarthy 

joined SJDR in 1984 when the Parish was just a little 

house on the River. Joann retired as Church Secretary 

after 17 years of service to our Parish. Russell and Col-

leen felt our Parish was the right choice for them for 

many of the events that have occurred at our Parish 

throughout their lives:  They got married here in 1994 

and Russell made his Confirmation. Colleenõs sister, 

Maureen, was married in our Parish to Bob Morales, 

and their children Andrew, Christopher, and Michael 

are Parishioners as well.  

     Russell and Colleen have two children, Dominic (7) 

and Olivia (4). Both children attend SJDR. Dominic will 

be in 2nd Grade and loves to play soccer, WII, and play-

ing with family and friends. Olivia will be in PK4 and 

loves to care for her many dolls and stuffed animals. 

Her biggest talent is making the family laugh, so you 

never know what she is going to say or do!    

     Russell works for Silmar Electronics and is a huge 

football, hockey, and baseball fan.  He most loves to go 

fishing with his Dad and Dominic. Colleen is in charge 

of running the Lunch Program for the School at SJDR. 

She enjoys making custom cakes, drawing, and sketch-

ing. They both spend a lot of time with their families 

which all live nearby in St. Johns and Palm Coast.  

     Colleen enjoys helping others and hopes she can do 

more volunteering in the future as the children get 

older.       

 

 

 

New Beginning  
That is the advice I pass on to you:  Fasten your seatbelt and 

enjoy the ride.  God is not done with us yet and, according to 

His plan, He will bring us all and those we serve to the fullness 

of life in His Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Let me welcome you 

to our journey. 

the ride because God is not done with me yet.  Our God is an 

awesome God! 

    Continued from page  3                                                                                                                                                             



 

 

 Our Ministries  
The Ladies Auxiliary  

                                                       By Judy Chavez, President 

 

  8 THE CHRONICLES  

      On July 15, members of the Catholic Family went to 

Auntie Anneôs for some summer fun out of the sun. The 

kids got a chance to make their own pretzels and enjoy the 

results of their work.  Other summer events included beach 

days, a Jacksonville Suns Tour, movie dates and a Moeôs 

Tour. Family nights and Momôs Nights out are also planned 

each month. To join the fun, pick up the quarterly newsletter 

inside the church or email   pelind@comcast.net                                    

Jenna Lind and Ryan Lind 

Abigail Patin, Nicholas Patin  

& Kat Orletski  

F.I.S.H. 
Fellowship Invites Serving & Helping Ministry  

Summer Fun   
By Erin Lind, Coordinator & Planner  

     What is the Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of Colum-

bus (and why should you care?) 

      We are a ministry formed to support our Knights of 

Columbus and support our church of San Juan del Rio. 

You do not have to be affiliated in any way with a member 

of the Knights in order to join us. 

     You recently saw us scooping up ice cream at our an-

nual free ice cream social, and you have seen us many 

times, behind the dessert tables at the fish fries and other 

Knights functions. We serve up our own homemade des-

serts to raise money and to fill your sweet tooth.  

     Our next major event will be our Fall Holiday Shoppers 

Expo to be held Saturday, September 25th from 9:00am to 

3:00pm in our parish hall and auditorium. Holiday decora-

tions and a variety of gifts will be available for purchase. 

Many arts and crafts by local artists will be on display and 

of course up for sale. Sandwiches and drinks will be sold if 

you want to come for lunch. This event will raise funds for 

our ministry and in turn for our church. The only thing we 

need to make it a great success is YOU so please come join 
us for fun and bargains. We also put on the Café San Juan at the 

Fall Festival. 

     The Holidays are rapidly approaching and at that time we assist 

the Knights with the Breakfast with Santa and with Light Up for 

Christ. These are just a few of the activities in which we are in-

volved as we support and socialize with the Knights as well as spon-

soring our own activities. 

     You might notice that we are always smiling and often laughing 

because the work we do is not only for our church family but for the 

Lord. So we are paid in the gifts of the Holy Spirit, wisdom (remove 

the ice cream from the freezer early before attempting to serve it), 

patience (on so many levels), joy (in each other and all we serve) 

and much more. 

     We now need you to become a part of our ministry. You can 

serve as little or as much as you are able, but the blessings will be 

many. Come to one of our meetings and meet us. We think you will 

want to stay. Meetings are the fourth Thursday of the month in the 

parish hall and begin with a brief social at 6:45pm followed by our 

business meeting at 7:00 pm.  

Café San Juan Ladies Auxiliary Team, l-r Anne Grix, Mary Ann 

OõMeara, Joan Hitzges, Linda n Juan, Toni Bilello, Karen Tarleton & 

Kit Robinson. 

 

mailto:pelind@comcast.net

